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not been  sufficiently regarded  on  this  occasion by our
ministers.

Those noble lords who have dwelt with the greatest ar-
dour on this omission, have made no proposition for cen-
suring those whom they condemn as the authors of it,
though this objection must terminate in an inquiry into
their conduct, and has no real relation to the true question
now before us, which is, whether the auxiliaries be of any
use? If they are useless, they ought to be discharged with-
out any other reason; if they are necessary, they ought to
be retained, whatever censure may fall upon the ministry.
I am, indeed, far from thinking, that when your lordships
have sufficiently examined the affair, you will think your
privileges invaded, or the publick trepanned by artifice
into expensive measures; since it will appear that the
ministry in reality preferred the most honest to the safest
methods of proceeding, and chose rather to hazard them-
selves, than to practice or appear to practice any fraud
upon their country.

When it was resolved in council to take the troops of
Hanover into the pay of Britain, a resolution which, as
your lordships have already been informed, was made only
a few days before the senate rose, it was natural to con-
sider, whether the consent of the senate should not be de-
manded ; but when it appeared upon reflection, that to
bring an affair of so great importance before the last rem-
nant of a house of commons, after far the greater part had
retired to the care of their own affairs, would be suspected
as fraudulent, and might give the nation reason to fear,
that such measures were intended as the ministers were
afraid of laying before a full senate. It was thought more
proper to defer the application to the next session, and to
venture upon the measures that were formed, upon a full
conviction of their necessity.

This conduct, my lords, was exactly conformable to the
demands of those by whom the court has hitherto been
opposed, and who have signalized themselves as the most
watchful guardians of liberty. Among these men, votes
of credit have never been mentioned but with detestation,